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 It’s time! The moment is here! What is the moment you say? High school basket-

ball is back at Banner County School. Along the way, there will be many opportunities and 

challenges to overcome. With both of these young teams’ lack of experience, they will 

have to outwork their competitors.  That means there is lots of room for improvement 

and rapid growth.  

 Under the guidance of Charles Jones, the boys team is pushed to work harder and 

focus on teamwork. Improvement areas include shooting form, seeing the court, and ball 

movement. Their best skills so far would have to be ball passing and working together. 

Coach Jones says, “We will make mistakes, but if we work our hardest and keep going un-

til we can’t go no more, then the hard work we put in wasn’t for nothing and I will be 

happy with the results.” This year’s team 

includes: Nathan Clement, Adam Knaub, 

Nathan McGowan, Brendyn Onstott, 

Wyatt Onstott, Jacob Parsons, and  Alex 

Rundell. 

 The girls team will have to face similar 

challenges as well. Inexperience will be the 

biggest challenge to overcome this sea-

son.  The three seniors on the team will bring 

some experience. Overall, the girls are hard 

working and have great defense. Head coach Brandon Avila and assistant coach 

Tod  Wenger will be looking to the seniors to help lead the team this season. The girls will 

be pushed to their physical and mental limits as they keep moving with the ball and with 

each other. The main weak point for the girls is shooting. As coach Avila says, “I will push 

the girls to their limits in practice so when they play games, they will do it the right way 

faster and harder than the opposing team will.” This year’s girls basketball team in-

clude:  Kathryn Blankenship, Aubrey Clement, Grace Fankhauser, Helen Hein, Marie Hein, 

Cheyanne Knisley, Janie Fonseca-Warm, and Andie West. 

 Both Wildcat teams have goals they wish to attain this season. Each team wants to 

continue to play and improve with each game; hopefully getting a win at some point this 

season as well. As of right now, there are five scheduled games, with hopes of more being 

added. We look forward to seeing both teams improve their skills as the season progress-

es. Keep your heads high and keep improving Wildcats! 

Basketball Returns After a Four Year Hiatus By: Wyatt Onstott 

December,  2020 

The Scratching Post 
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6th Grade Entrepreneurship Extravaganza 

By Kairyn Miller 

 For the past three years, Mrs. Gifford has led the way in an interesting junior high project. 

This year is no different and the sixth grade entrepreneurship project is on its way. During this 

quarter long class, students will learn many aspects of what running a business could be like. 

What seems to be the biggest part of this project is the creation of a product and then selling it 

at the Entrepreneurship Extravaganza hosted at the school. 

 “The idea behind this is: our junior high kids go through exploratory classes and this is 

the business one.” said Mrs. Gifford. Students have to create multiple prototypes to see what 

product works best. Then the students must come up with a business name and decide what is 

the best way to market their product.  Students also learn how to calculate costs as well as loss 

and profit,  the sales process, and advertising methods. It’s a lot of work, but the sixth graders 

enjoy it.  

 The individual students also have their own goals looking towards the entrepreneurship 

event. “I want to get enough money to buy gifts for my family.” said Emily Montelongo. These 

kinds of goals are shared by most of the students.  Leeigh McGowan said, “I want to raise 

enough money to help my horse.” Along with this, the class has one other goal in mind. After 

the event, the students as a group are going to donate ten percent of their earnings to a charity 

of their choice.   

 Thanks to Mrs. Gifford, the sixth graders, family members, and guests, the extravaganza 

was a success.  The students sold their goods from 4-6 on December 15th at the school.  With 

the smell of cinnamon and evergreen in the air and the sound of holiday music, provided by 

Mrs. Wounded Arrow’s band students,  it was hard to not be in the holiday spirit watching these 

young entrepreneurs work hard to sell their wares. As a result of their hard work, the students 

were able to donate $45 to the Wounded Warrior Project.  Through innovation and steadfast-

ness, these Wildcats are beginning to leave an impact on the world.  

 

Check out the students’ businesses on page 3.  
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Kody’s Ranch Made 

-leather keyrings 

Emily’s ‘Paws’itive Goods -    

tie-dyed and jeweled masks & 

rainbow cupcakes 

Kohl’s Breakfast for Dinner 

–homemade biscuits and 

gravy 

Leeigh’s Cuddly Critters and Accessories 

–homemade teddy bears, head bands,  

& bracelets 

Andrew’s Pinecone Fire Starters—

scented fire starters made from 

pinecones 

Kelani’s Snack Attack—

homemade smoothies 

and treats 

 

Lydia’s Joy Slime 

- homemade 

slime 
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OEF During The Christmas Season! 
By David Selves 

In spirit of the Christmas season, Banner County Schools will celebrate during OEF by craft-

ing Christmas decorations and ornaments. 

Mrs. Olsen, Mrs. Boettcher, and Miss Leffer’s held a Gingerbread House session for grades K

-12. Students used gingerbread house kits. After the houses were built, the school delivered them 

to residents and nursing homes in the area. The gingerbread houses were decorated with all sorts 

of candies and held together with frosting and icing. The gingerbread mansion was later raffled off 

at the 6th Grades Entrepreneurship Extravaganza. Barbara Thompson was the lucky winner.  

There was also snowflake decorating, with Miss Bohac and Miss Serres for grades 6-12. The 

students made snowflakes of different shapes, sizes, and colors. They learned how to fold a six-

point snowflake out of paper to go along with the gingerbread houses. Miss Bohac has held this 

session in previous years to decorate hallways and classrooms to spread the Christmas spirit. 

 Students participated in sessions that allowed them to craft Christmas cards and tags. This 

session was held by Mrs. Hilbert, Mrs. J. Stauffer, and Mrs. P. Stauffer . Students made cards and 

tags out of paper, and they could stamp and design the cards as they liked. They even had the op-

portunity to emboss their cards to give them a raised texture! After making their handmade cards, 

students could take them home to give to family and friends to spread holiday cheer. 

 Throughout December’s OEF sessions, students showed their creativity by participating in 

activities that involved salt dough ornaments, Christmas card pen pals, Christmas cookie decorat-

ing and other festive activities. Banner County wishes everyone a holly jolly Christmas to wrap up 

2020. 
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Senior Spotlight 
            By: Riann Morton 

This month’s senior spotlight features Kathryn Blankenship! Kathryn 

is hard working, determined, and supportive. She’s a go-getter, and 

never takes her eyes off the goal she wants to achieve. Here is what 

Kathryn had to say about her experience at BCS.  

 

Q: What extracurricular activities have you participated in? 

A: FFA, cross country, basketball, shooting sports with 4-H, student  

council and Cats Committed 

Q: What are your goals for this year? 

A: This year, I plan to keep my all A streak and I want to keep pushing 

myself to be the best that I can be. 

Q: What are your plans for after high school?  

A: I plan to go into nursing school at the University of Nebraska Medical 

Center, and I would like to go into nurse anesthesia as a career. 

Q: What is one of your favorite classes and why? 

A: I love chemistry, mainly because I’m a nerd and I love all sciences. 

Q: What’s one piece of advice you would give to younger students? 

A: Have fun! It’s high school, do your work and achieve your goals, but 

make sure you have fun at the same time.     

We wish Kathryn the best of 

luck on her future endeavors! 

MathCounts Students Crunch the Numbers 
By Riann Morton 

 MathCounts has started! Our junior high students are ready to compete once again, and 

are as competitive as ever. Our competitors have practiced this fall to prepare for the intense 

rounds of competition. There are four different rounds: the sprint round, which is 40 minutes long 

with 30 problems, the target round, which is 30 minutes long with eight problems, the team 

round, which is 20 minutes long with 10 problems, and finally the countdown round, which gives a 

maximum of 45 seconds to complete each problem given to the students. The students compet-

ing may use calculators in some rounds, but not all.  

 To get ready for all these competitions, the students 

will go through many problems and practice rounds, working 

on their problem solving skills each time. Mrs.  Olsen, the 

MathCounts coach, must motivate and help her students get 

through the rounds and problems when they get stuck, but 

she cannot do this during actual competitions. The Chapter 

Competition will be held virtually in February this year.   

  Good Luck MathCats!  
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The Hardest Six Minutes     By Kelton Conn 

The most wonderful time of the year, wrestling season, has begun in Banner 

County. Our Wildcat wrestling team consists of sophomore Noah Yetter and freshman 

Wyatt Reichenberg. Unfortunately for Noah, he suffered a season-ending ankle injury 

and will be unable to complete this season, cutting our wrestling team in half. With 

Covid-19, our wrestlers were not promised a full season this year, but thankfully they 

will be able to compete. 

 Our newest addition to the BCHS wrestling squad is Wyatt Reichenberg. Wyatt 

has seven years of prior wrestling experience that include federation and a junior high 

career. When asked what his favorite part about the sport was he said, "I just like be-

ing physical, it's a very physical sport. You're by yourself out there. It's a team sport, 

but it's not at the same time".  

Leading the Wildcats we have Coach Gifford. His team's goals for this season are 

very consistent from year to year. They are mainly about personal improvement, get-

ting better every week, learning how to practice and prepare to reach the athlete's full 

potential, and training to qualify for state. When asked about what makes wrestling a 

good sport on and off the mat Gifford said, "Wrestling is one on one, there's nobody 

to help you out. You got to own up to everything you mess up, any success you achieve is on your own, 

along with any mistakes. Also a big part of the competition is sportsmanship and character. There's no 

chance to sit out and get collected, you have to be able to think under pressure. Off the mat wrestling builds 

responsibility, accountability, and loyalty."  

We wish our wrestling team the best of luck as they work to achieve their goals this season! 

 Dropping from the sky 

More beautiful than rain 

There are no two pieces 

That’ll ever look the same 

   What am I?  

Answer: Snowflakes 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
December 14, 2020 

 
Awards and Recognitions  

President Johnson commended the following students, staff, and patrons: 
-Alex Rundell for being named 1st Team District 6 Defensive Line and Wyatt Reichenberg being named 1st Team 
District 6 Punter. 
-Kathryn Blankenship was the district champion in FFA (virtual) Senior Public Speaking and earned the right to 
compete at the state level.   
-Nate McGowan and Andie West competed in Creed Speaking and each earned a Red Ribbon award 
-Students of the Month: Trenton Knaub, Emily Montelongo, and Jamie Triolo 
-Stephanie Stricker, who is covering all of our maternity leaves, for both in-class instruction and for students 
who are learning remotely. 
-All of the students and staff members who helped out with our Veterans Day program: STUCO, National Honor 
Society, the Chime Ensemble, Mrs. Olsen, Ms. Leffers, Mrs. Wounded Arrow, Mrs. Boettcher, Mr. Wenger, Mr. 
Johnson, Mr. Risseeuw, and Mr. Chris Cooper.  

Despite COVID restrictions, our school continues to provide extensive opportunities for our students, both now 
and looking towards their future! Here are just some of this past month’s activities from Principal Jones’   
monthly report to the Board! 
-We had a group of students attend the Sportsmanship and Leadership on November 10.  This was a virtual 
event that generated some good discussion among the students. 
-The Veterans Day Program was held on November 11 along with the Veterans Breakfast.  Special thanks go out 
to the National Honor Society, sponsors Nancy Olsen and Deb Leffers for the breakfast, and Sandy Wounded 
Arrow and the band students for the music. 
-Chris Cooper took a group of students to WNCC on November 13 for a campus tour and question and answer 
session. 
-On November 23 there was a 21st Century representative here to speak to Juniors and Seniors.  This program 
works on job placement and financial help with schooling while enrolled in the program. 
-Dan Joppa from WNCC has taught 2 weeks of OSHA 10 Training. The final training will be on December 18.   
-A virtual FFA LDE contest was held on December 9. Thanks to Bill Gifford and Ayden Vrtatko for helping judge 
the contest. 
-Representatives from UNK in Kearney, including former BCS Student Jerardo "Dado" Castillo, met with Juniors 
and Seniors on Monday December 7. 
-JH Wrestling finished up their season on November 30.  JHBB has started up with games. 
-HSBB has begun with games. There are 9 girls and 7 boys participating. 

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

A Little BCS Holiday Trivia! 
This autographed drywall was discovered during the 
recent electrical work in the superintendent’s resi-
dence. Who is Sir Richard James McCune? We’d 
love to know! Call the school at 308-436-5262 or 
email evelyn.browne@bcswildcats.org 
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